
 

Farmland Conservation Easement Commission Minutes 

 

Jefferson County Courthouse, Room 202 

320 S. Main St. 

Jefferson, WI 53549 

 

Monday, January 14, 2008   12 pm 

 

Members: John Molinaro (Chairman),  Margaret Burlingham (Vice Chairman), Steve 

Nass (Secretary), Daphne Holterman, Blane Poulson, Carlton Zentner and County Board 

Chairman Sharon Schmeling, ex-officio. 

 

1. Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman John Molinaro at 12 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call  

Committee members present included Molinaro, Burlingham, Holterman and 

Zentner. County staff present were Ristow, Haukom and Staff.  

 

Committee members absent Nass and Schmeling.  

 

3. Certification of Compliance With Open Meetings Law Requirements 

Molinaro and Staff reported that the meeting was being held in compliance with 

open meetings law requirements. 

 

4. Review of Agenda 

There were no changes proposed. 

 

5. Review and Approval of December 10 & 14, 2007 Meeting Minutes 

Motion by Holterman/Burlingham to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion 

carried on a voice vote with no objection. 

 

6. Public Comment 

Burlingham noted that she has materials from Lexington, Kentucky which has a 

very large Purchase for Development Rights program. Burlingham reported that 

they currently have 49 farms on a waiting list. In addition, farms have signs 

advertising that they were purchased and protected farms. Molinaro stated that 

possibility in the future that Jefferson County will have signs such as in Kentucky.  

 

Molinaro stated he sent out letters to two landowners that possible were interested 

in the program. Zentner asked for a copy of the letter. It was passed out to the 

Commission.   

 



7. Discussion and possible approval of resolution regarding future funding of the 

program 

 

Ristow passed out the draft resolution and explained the document to the 

Commission. Ristow explained that if monies are left in an account, after the first 

of the year all unused funds are put into the general fund. Commission discussed 

setting time expiration such as 5 years so that they could use the money to 

purchase more farms, without worry that monies would go back into the general 

fund. Ristow stated that this resolution would be a budget amendment and would 

need ¾ votes from the County Board, whereas, if the request was put in the budget 

process this year, would only need a majority vote. Discussion continued between 

the Commission and Ristow on the best options for this resolution. It was decided 

to discuss this issue further after the presentation to the County Board in February 

by Professor Paulsen. Molinaro also suggested looking at the new plan for other 

possible funding options that the UW students suggested. Ristow explains general 

fund procedures and state levy caps. It was stated that if the County is going to get 

matching funds from the State we have to have some money set aside for this 

program. Jim Arts was hired by the State to look at these types of programs. 

Proposed state funds were taken out of the State budget for this program but 

hopefully next year funds will be available.        

 

8. Discussion and possible approval of criteria for the conservation easement 

Burlingham sent by e-mail the State of Michigan criteria. Zentner stated he did not 

receive it. Molinaro asked the Commission to review the point system on page 5 

and next meeting will discuss it. It also was suggested that the Commission get a 

hold of Arts from the State and see if they are coming up with a point system so 

we can match them. 

 

9. Reviewing and possible approval of Communication Plan as it pertains to 

Zoning and Land Conservation Department 

Holterman suggested that in the future the commission hire a person solely for this 

program. Molinaro stated at this time we have no funds available but possibly 

grant monies will be available in the future to hire a person. It was also discussed 

that on a Federal level, it appears no funds are available because the Farm Bill has 

not passed yet.  

 

10. Review  New Applications for Conservation Easements for Donation (if 

applicable)  

No applications at this time. 

 

11. Review and Discuss and possible approval of the Jefferson County Farmland 

Preservation Report Prepared by UW-Madison Graduate Students.  

The Commission started discussing the plan from page 6. It was discussed that 

zoning should hand out a farm land fact sheet with every rezoning application. 

Haukom stated that zoning will staple it to the application. Burlingham stated that 

Washington County used a computer program to target areas for preservation. 



Haukom stated that probably was the LESA program from NRCS. Molinaro would 

like to hear from NRCS about the program. 

 

The new plan prepared by the UW-Students should be integrated in the 

Communication plan. Molinaro started to discuss the plan on page 126, Chapter 1. 

First section was reuniting the focus group. Grabow can help the Commission with 

that and a possible survey at a later date. Next the stakeholders section was 

discussed. Larger meetings with stakeholders on a quarterly basis would be good 

for the program. Some stakeholders should be banks, real estate attorney, tax 

prepares, etc.  Maybe the Commission can partner with another local land trust to 

make the process easier. The Commission continued to discuss the list. Molinaro 

stated next meeting the Commission will continue to discuss the plan. 

  

Blane Poulson left at 1:53pm 

 

Molinaro encourage the Commission to start contacting their Town Boards and 

Planning Commission to promote the program.  

 

Motion by Molinaro/Holterman to Corporation Counsel to create a resolution to 

present to County Board commending and thanking the UW-Madison Students 

for the Jefferson County Farmland Preservation Report. The information has been 

very helpful to the Commission. Motion carried on a voice vote with no objection 

 

12. Information UW-Extension Agricultural Farm Forum Presentation for 

January 28, 2008. 

Molinaro, Burlingham, and Holterman will be going to the Farm Forum to talk.  . 

Molinaro is doing a short introduction. Burlingham is talking about her easement.  

Haukom is presenting the Jefferson County Land use plan. 

 

13. Suggestions for the Next Agenda 

Relay how it went at the farm forum. 

 

14. Future Meeting Dates 

Febuary 11, 2008 

March 10, 2008 

  

15. Adjourn 

Motion by Zentner/Holterman to adjourn at 2:16 pm.  Motion carried on a voice 

vote with no objection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


