SOLID WASTE/AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE
Representative Andy Jorgensen
Summary - March 3, 2011

Committee Members Present: Lloyd Zastrow (Vice-Chair), Vic Imrie Jr. (Secretary), and
Carlton Zentner

Staff Present: Sharon Ehrhardt (Program Assistant) and Rob Klotz, Director of Planning
& Zoning

Guests: Rep. Andy Jorgensen, Victor Karaliunas-Recycling Chairman, Ixonia; Rick
Schultz, Superintendent-City of Watertown Street Dept.; Dean Fischer, Superintendent-
Whitewater Public Works Dept.; Tom Kramp, Superintendent-City of Fort Atkinson
Public Works Dept.; Walt Christensen, Supervisor-Jefferson County Board; John
Molinaro, Chair-Jefferson County Board;

and Ryan Whisner, Court Reporter-Jefferson County Daily Union

John Molinaro had to leave early.

A quorum of the Solid Waste/Air Quality Committee was in attendance, but no business
was conducted.

~ Representative Jorgensen asked the group how the recycling grants and reduction of
recycling programs would affect Jefferson County municipalities.

An open discuss ensued about recycling grants and reduction of recycling programs.
Sharon handed out the grant amounts for all of Jefferson County. Most in attendance
said they would have to reduce their programs or pass the cost of recycling on to the
consumer or residents of Jefferson County. The consensus of the group was to keep
the $7 tipping fee for recycling and continue the recycling programs. The group also
discussed how recycling started in Wisconsin and the $7 tipping fee collected at landfills
was established to offset the cost of recycling at the local communities. Recycling in
Wisconsin has become a billon dollar business and reduction of the programs could be
a loss to the recycling industries and workers of Wisconsin. Representative Jorgensen
was very concerned about the elimination of recycling program and would take the
message back to his peers at the State Legislature. The Clean Sweep grants were still
in the State Budget for 2011, but it was uncertain if they would stay in the budget.
Representative Jorgensen thanked the group for coming together and sharing their
views and opinions about recycling and recycling programs.

Jefferson County Daily Union article attached:



state Rep. Andyf orge:
Fort -Atkinson, oy

Plan cuts r

(Continued from ‘page 1)

In addition: to the county site,
there are ‘drop-off sites in Lake
Mills and Watertown that are op-
erated through the county.

Funding for the program is
_generated through an agreement
related to a tipping fee at Deer
ack Park in the Town of Farm-
wmigton, Additipnal : funds..come
through state grants and dona-
tions from area busmesses ‘and
municipalities.

County Director of Plannmg,

and Zoning Rob Klotz noted that
if state funding for recycling is re-
moved, the municipalities likely
will use money they were donat-
ing to the county to fill up their
own financial holes and the coun-
ty would lose those donations.

“Wlthout them doing their pro- -pl

clear how the fundlng process is
intended to work. 8
:“This really-is a shorts1ghted
‘savings or:cutting of an initiative
that is ‘going to cost us more in
the long run,” he said. -

City of Watertown Streets Su-
perintendent Rick Schultz noted
thatwithout.a place forrecycling,
many people simply-are going to
drop refuse into a ditch: = o
-+ “We've ‘got-people trained -and
we've spent-a lot of taxpayers
money-and-now the governor de-
cides that'he’s going to.take'this
money to promote ‘business: on
the backs . of taxpayers and mu-
nicipalities,” he said.

Schultz said Watertown Would
lose approximately $150,000,
equlvalent to two- and—a—half em-

grams, ‘we're going to be receiv- .. “Wh

ing'more waste, which is going to the m

increase ‘our -cost,” Klotz said.
“There is an effect even without

state budget document suggests
that disposal bans for materials
currently banned such as elec-
tronics, oil, oil ﬁlters and other
items remain,

As proposed, the recyeling
landfill tipping fee would stay at
$7 per ton, with $4 per ton being
depos1ted in a newly created Eco-

athie Development fund and a

‘per ton deposited into the En-
vironmental Fund. The recycling
surcharge is being renamed the
economic deVelopment Sur-
charge. .

Jorgensen noted that the Leg—
islative Fiscal Bureau has to go
through the budget before it is

Inrecent years, the City 'ot’Wa-
tertown has contributed $20,000
- peryear to Clean Sweep. Despite

town s recychngrs1te :
Most mun1c1paht1es do not col-
lect any electronics, directing res-

idents to the collectlon pointses- .

tablished by the county’ None

likely are to start any new pro- g
all of a sudden to not have to do

. grams, either.

. “This 1s more than a county
program,” Jefferson County Sol-
id Waste/Air Quality program as-
sistant Sharon Ehrhardt said. “It
is the mumc1pa11t1es and towns
trying to get their people to come
and cut down cost.”

Also, she pomted out that there
are numerous businesses that
‘need the recycled commodities to
‘continue with: their business:

- “If you look ‘at the number of

jobs created by recycling in Wis-
congin, 1 think ‘you would be
azed ” she said.

Saturday, April 9, at Jefferson
County Fair Park Saturday May

" ‘the hardship anticipated through’ 3

thebudget;he said heanticipates

that donation, as well as the city’s
recycling program; to remain. -
. “We partnered with Jefferson
County for a reason, because we
know funds are getting slim, so
‘why not try and use the,,dollar in
the best way?” Schultz said.. -

“If we're going. to continue to
run efficiently and: then they
take money away from us, you're
telling us two different stories
‘and the taxpayers are suffering
for this.” .+

Town * of Ixoma recycling
Chairperson Vic Karaliunas said
the loss of state recycling funds
likely will lead to-closure.of the

Atkmson 5
‘ment, and Friday, Oct. 7, at the

partment garage.

cently approved Jefferson Coun-
ty Strategic Plan in which citizen
surveys rated county services.:

.The top three were roads, po-
lice and Clean Sweep L
- “1.don’t think this is.as part1—

< talk to the people of Wisconsin,
they see the value of recycling,
getting ‘these pharmaceuticals
out of the water supply, the sew-
er 'system, but also out of their

aup those landfills faster and we'll
-have to site new landfills; and
- that’s real popular,” he said.. '

City: of Whitewater Street De- -
: :leglslator responded.
. Meanwhile, Klotz 01ted the re- .

san thlng,” Klotz said. ‘When you

n’s and grandchﬂdren s
They see the value of the
ng the electronics.”
ondered whether, havmg
n accustomed to separating
rbage and recycling and then

that anymore, people still would
remember ‘to separate out haz-
ardous chemicals?

“It has that indirect effect,”
Klotz said, noting that-clean-up

‘costs — if such materials started

becoming more prevalent in wa-
ter and sewer systems — would
be in the millions of dollars. ‘
- “Now we're going to be filling

Jefferson County had se t a

tatives, including Jorgensen,
state Sen. Scott Fitzgerald; Rep.
Steve ‘Nass ~and. Rep:.

- prompted Jorgensen to contact

the Zoning Department and set
meeting. - .
Ehrhardt said that no other

Having set up a return recelpt
request, she was able to tell that

Sen. :Alberta.. Darling, R-River

Hills; ‘and -another member .a

~member..of the .Joint. Finance

Committee had. deleted the e-
mail twice.

For more. 1nformat10n on the
Jeffe,rson‘ County Clean Sweep
program, contact Sharon Ehr-
hardt, program assistant; Solid
Waste/Alr Quality and Zonmg at

(920) 674-7430.



