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13 Jefferson County

Minutes of the Farmland Conservation Easement Commission Meeting

Jefferson County Courthouse, Room 203
320 S. Main St.
Jefferson, W1 53549

Monday, November 12, 2012 12:30 pm
Members: Margaret Burlingham (Chairperson), Amy Rinard (Vice-Chairperson), Mariah Hadler
(Secretary), Steve Nass and Blane Poulson.

1.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Burlingham at 12:35 pm.

Roll Call

Commission members present included Burlingham, Hadler, John Molinaro (ex-
officio), Nass and Poulson. Rinard was absent. County staff present was Michelle Staff
(Zoning Department), Phil Ristow (Corporation Counsel), Heidi Johnson (UW-
Extension Agriculture Agent) and Gerry Kokkonen (Land and Water Conservation
Department).

Certification of Compliance With Open Meetings Law Requirements
Burlingham and Staff verified that the meeting was being held in compliance with open
meetings law requirements.

Review of Agenda
No changes to the agenda.

Public Comment
No public comment.

Communications

Burlingham handed out to the Commission an article from the Wisconsin State
Farmer written by Dan Poulson supporting the Purchase of Agricultural
Conservation Easement Program. Burlingham also passed out to the Commission
the Jefferson County Farm Bureau approved policy which supports PACE and using
DNR Stewardship Program grant monies for the purchase of permanent
conservation of agricultural land used for agricultural purposes.

Review & Approval of the October 22, 2012 minutes
Motion made by Poulson, seconded by Burlingham to approve the October 22,
2012 minutes. Motion carried on a voice vote with no objection.

Discussion on interest forms received for the PACE program
a. Roger Lehman
It was discussed that Mr. Lehman should contact and receive a letter from the
Town of Oakland indicating the number of lots available through the Town of

W:\PDR\Minutes\2012\minutes 11-12-12.docx ~ MJS



Oakland Land Use Plan. It was discussed that the Commission would apply
for a grant through NRCS; 25% of the purchase would be County monies and
then 25% would need to be donated by the landowner. Burlingham asked
Lehman if he was interested and Lehman indicated that he was. Burlingham
stated that the next step would be for Lehman to give the County a check for
$750 to offset the cost of the appraisal. Burlingham also indicated the next
steps such as the grant application to NRCS, farm visit, easement language,
etc.

Motion made by Nass, seconded by Hadler to start the process to purchase a
farmland conservation easement on the Roger Lehman property located in the
Town of Oakland. Motion passed on a voice vote with no objection.

b. Clifford Haberman
Staff gave out a zoning report with maps and number of available lots. The
owner was not present and it was discussed that the owner should be present
to discuss what they are willing to donate and/or want to have the County
purchase. Burlingham will call Haberman to invite him to the next meeting to
discuss his interest in the program.

9. NRCS/Federal Update on Conservation Easements
Congress has not passed the Farm Bill yet.

10. Discussion and Possible Action on 2011 PACE Applications
Dale Neupert, Jeffrey & Monica Gerner and Greg Wilke.
Burlingham has not heard back from Gerner. Wilke has an NRCS stormwater issue
that would need to get resolved before the easement can be purchased. Land
Conservation and NRCS are working with Wilke to resolve this issue. Closing will
not be until next year. Burlingham stated that when NRCS has the farm visit, the
Land and Water Conservation technician should be present so that when we have
issues such as this, both agencies are present and it can taken care of right away.

12:40 pm Nass arrived

Neupert would like to close at the end of this year. Ristow stated that a resolution
would need to be presented and passed at the December 11" County Board
Meeting. Ristow stated that he mailed papers to Neupert for his review. The
following paper work must be completed: the hazard plan, final appraisal, purchase
agreement, baseline report, and a letter from bank on mortgage and easement
language. Kokkonen stated that he is still working on the baseline report but should
have it completed by closing.

11. Discussion on action for forwarding a resolution to County Board for the purchase
of 2011 easements.
It was discussed whether or not the Commission should take both Neupert and
Wilke resolutions to the County Board in November. Motion by Hadler, seconded
by Nass, to forward a resolution to the County Board on December 11" to fund both
the Neupert and Wilke easements. Motion carried on a voice vote with no objection.

12. Discussion on Possible Funding Source for the PACE Program
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The Commission noted that this was discussed at the last meeting and the goal is to
ask the County Board for funding of this program for the 2014 budget.

13. Discussion on Possible 2013 PACE Application Submittal
Burlingham wanted to keep this item on the agenda.

14. Discussion on Community Outreach and Commission’s Overall Strategy/Work Plan
2012-2013
Burlingham explained to Johnson her experience at a training event specifically on
community outreach presented by Land Trust Alliance. Discussion focused on the
importance of educating citizens on the connection of saving farmland and the
farmland easement program. Johnson stated that Molinaro gave her information on
a farm tour from the Twin Cities that was put on by Minnesota Extension office.
There was a discussion on doing something very similar in Jefferson County with a
driving tour and farm stops along the way. It was discussed that it would be nice to
have three different sites, for example a dairy farm, a grain producer and a small
farm such as a CSA or farm education site. The Commission discussed that it would
be nice if they could start getting sponsors to support the program such as the
Minnesota tour did. They would like local growers and businesses from Jefferson
County to be involved. The major goal of the community outreach is to educate the
non-farm community and businesses and get their support at County Board for
funding of this agricultural conservation easement program.

Johnson stated that this is a great idea but will take a lot of work; she asked the
Commission about their timeline. It was discussed that they would work on the
details over winter and would like to do the program in the late summer. It was
noted that the planning should be in a workshop format. Burlingham stated that the
Commission will need help from the advisory committee and will ask them to
attend next month’s meeting/workshop on this specific issue. Johnson will contact
Minnesota Extension and will come next meeting with feedback on their tour. The
workshop will focus on the where, when and why and who will be involved in this
endeavor.

15. Future Meeting Dates
All meeting dates were acceptable to the Commission.

16. Suggestions for the Next Agenda
No additional suggestions were made for agenda items.

17. Adjourn
Motion by Hadler, seconded by Poulson to adjourn the meeting at 1:45 p.m. Motion
carried on a voice vote with no objection.

Secretary Signature Date

Minutes by Michelle Staff, Zoning Technician, Jefferson County Planning and Zoning Department
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