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Farmland Conservation Easement Commission Meeting Minutes 

 

Jefferson County Courthouse, Room 202 

320 S. Main St. 

Jefferson, WI 53549 

 

Monday, October 13, 2008   12:00 pm 

 
Members: John Molinaro (Chairman),  Margaret Burlingham (Vice Chairman), Steve 
Nass (Secretary), Daphne Holterman, Carlton Zentner and County Board Chairman 
Sharon Schmeling, ex-officio. 
 

1. Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Molinaro at 12:01 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call 

Member present at 12:01 included Molinaro, Nass, Holterman and Burlingham. 
Deb Magritz of the Zoning Office was also in attendance. 

 

3. Certification of Compliance With Open Meetings Law Requirements 

Magritz confirmed that open meetings law requirements were being met. 
 

4. Review of Agenda 

No changes were proposed. 
 

Carlton Zentner arrived at 12:03 p.m. 
 

5. Review and Approval of September 8, 2008 Meeting Minutes 

Burlingham suggested changing wording in agenda item 7., line 6 to read “200 
acres of land available” and on the second page, line 3 of that same item to read 
“already annexed.”  Holterman noted that in item 9., line 7, the word “it” should 
be replaced with the word “if.”  And also in item 9., line 12, the word “person” 
should be replaced with the word “donation.”  In item 11., third page line 1, 
“then” should be replaced by the word “than.”  Motion by Holterman,/Burlingham 
to approve the minutes as amended.  Motion carried on a voice vote with no 
objection. 
 

6. Public Comment 

A pamphlet for the November 11 “Law of Easements Workshop” was passed 
around by Burlingham and briefly discussed. 
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7. Review Letter to be send to Department of Administration in regards to the 

Annexation of Farmland 

The letter was read and re-worked by the Commission.  It will be re-typed and sent 
to Commission members before being sent out.  Carlton asked that each letter from 
the Commission to be scrutinized in the same way. 
 

8. Possible land application for donation of Farmland Conservation Easements 

DNR has been in contact with two owners of property near Aztalan Mounds State 
Park, Wiedenfelds and Spanglers, and has made offers of purchase to both in order 
to preserve farmland and to keep urbanization away from the park.  The offers 
have been turned down by these owners.  Molinaro was directed to send a letter to 
both of these owners asking whether the Commission could help to restore the 
scenic, historic and agricultural nature of the properties. 
 

9. Discuss Reimbursement of Fees to Landowners Donating Easements  

In the proposed 2009 budget, $250,000 of DOT acquisition monies would be put 
into a fund, where interest earned could be used by the Commission to fund 
operations.  Motion by Nass/Holterman to amend the motion of September 8 to 
allow a one-time $1,000 reimbursement for contiguous ownership as monies are 
available.  Roads and streams are not considered dividers in this scenario.  Motion 
carried on a voice vote with no objection. 
 

10. Update on the Miller’s potential donation 

This could be settled at the December 9 County Board meeting.  Burlingham will 
make contact with the Millers to inform them of the pertinent time frame. 
 

11. Discuss Partners of the Farmland Conservation Easement Commission 

It was determined that this will be done on a case-by-case basis. 
 

12. Update on the September 29, 2008 WCA Meeting  

Molinaro attended the Working Lands Initiative session.  The goal is for all 
counties to have farmland preservation plans, and $10,000 grants are being offered 
for planning purposes.   
 

Holterman excused herself from the meeting at 1:35 p.m. 
 

13. Discuss DATCP proposal for Co-Sponsoring Farmland Workshops 

Applications were handed out and discussed.  Since co-sponsorship has costs 
associated with it, Commission members were less interested in participating. 
 

14. Follow up with Professor Paulson on Mapping of Criteria  

Molinaro will call Professor Paulson. 
 

15. Suggestions for the Next Agenda 

a.  Miller Donation 
b.  Aztalan properties-Wiedenfeld and Spangler 
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c.  Possible land application for donation of Farmland Conservation Easements 
d.  Correspondence 
  

16. Future Meeting Dates   

a.  November 10, 2008 at noon Room 202 
b.  December 8, 2008 at noon, Room 202 
 

17. Adjourn 

Motion by Nass/Burlingham to adjourn the meeting at 1:37 p.m.  Motion carried 
on a voice vote with no objection. 

 
 


