
Farmland Conservation Easement Commission Minutes 
 
Jefferson County Courthouse, Room 202 
320 S. Main St. 
Jefferson, WI 53549 
 
Monday, August 11, 2008   12:00 pm 
 
Members: John Molinaro (Chairman),  Margaret Burlingham (Vice Chairman), Steve 
Nass (Secretary), Daphne Holterman, Carlton Zentner and County Board Chairman 
Sharon Schmeling, ex-officio. 
 

1. Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Molinaro at 12:01 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call 

Commission members present included Molinaro, Zentner, Holterman and Nass.  
Members absent Schmeling and Burlingham. County staff present were Steve 
Grabow, Philip Ristow and Michelle Staff.  
 

3. Certification of Compliance With Open Meetings Law Requirements 
Staff verified that the meeting was being held in compliance with open meetings 
law requirements. 
 

4. Review of Agenda 
Zentner stated that since two members were not present that the Commission may 
want to postpone the meeting until all members were available. Molinaro thought 
Nass would be at today’s meeting. In addition, the Commission had a quorum and 
the meeting could proceed. Members agreed to continue with the meeting.   
 

5. Review and Approval of July 14, 2008 Meeting Minutes 
Motion by Holterman, second by Zentner to approve the July 14, 2008 minutes as 
presented.  Motion carried on a voice vote with no objection.  
 

6. Public Comment 
Staff explained to the Commission that she has been very busy with flooding 
issues in the Zoning Office and has not had time to update the Commission web 
page. She stated she will update the page as soon as her work schedule allows. 

 
Holterman passed out a newspaper article to Commission to read at a later date.   
 

Nass arrived at 12:13 pm 
 

7. Review Finding of Fact of the Edward & Peggy Miller Property  



Staff passed out the finding of fact with attached maps and explains them. Ristow 
explained the appraisal process in relationship to the number of lots available. 
Molinaro stated the owner’s appraiser would have to contact zoning to verify the 
number of lots available. The maps represent all lands owned by the Miller’s as 
far as the Commission knows. Zentner asked if the Miller’s were donating all of 
their lots available. The information was not stated on the application. Molinaro 
stated he will send a letter to the Millers explaining the next steps in the process. 
 
Motion by Zentner to approve the donation for the entire splits available on the 
parcels and that Molinaro write a letter with the next steps required. Discussion 
commenced between the Commission on if the owners intent was to donate all of 
the available splits. There was no second to the motion. Zentner withdrew his 
motion.  
 
Motion by Nass to approve the preliminary application of the Miller’s because it 
meets the Commission criteria. The next step would to determine the scope of the 
easement. Molinaro will write a letter to the landowners with the next steps and to 
confirm what they would like to donate. Ristow discussed with the Commission 
many different ways the landowners could donate the lands. To receive the tax 
deduction they would need an appraisal and zoning would need to determine 
number of splits available. Then the final documents and easement would come 
back to the Commission for approval. Zenter seconded the motion. Motion carried 
on a voice vote with no objection.  
 

8. Possible land application for donation of Farmland Conservation Easements 
Molinaro reported that he talked to the City of Fort Atkinson Manager John 
Wilmet about the Frohmader farm located northwest of the City of Fort Atkinson. 
All lands are located within the urban service area, but the City of Fort Atkinson 
is not as concerned about the lands on the west side of STH 26. This means that 
lands adjacent to the City limits could not be under the Commissions easement 
but the lands on the east side of STH 26, the city would be willing to discuss the 
possibility of a conservation easement. Commission reviewed previous criteria 
discussed to receive donated easements. It was also mention that another land 
trust could preserve the entire parcel. Molinaro mention that the lands on the east 
side abut against a county park. Nass suggested that someone have a personal 
conversation with Mr. Frohmader and talk to him about all the options. Nass 
stated he would talk to Joe Nehmer about talking to Mr. Frohmader. Molinaro 
sent out letters to additional landowners.  
 

9. Discuss criteria for the Purchase of Conservation Easements (Was discussed 
after number 11) 
Commission reviewed the list of criteria discussed at the July meeting. Zentner 
asked about easement donation listed from last meeting. Molarino explained it 
was percentage the landowners were willing to donate vs. purchase. Nass 
recommended the Commission have a double weighting system. Holertman stated 
that parcel size and tillable land is important to a farmer. Molinaro suggested that 



all members review the criteria and prioritize how they would like them with 
weights based on a total of 100%. Grabow stated that Professor Paulson is willing 
to provide technical assistance to the Commission by using the LESA model and 
if the Commission has a couple of scenarios, possible Paulson will map them out 
and then Commission can discuss the scenarios.  

 
Molinaro discussed that the Commission may be receiving monies with the sale of 
the STH 26 expansion. It appears the Finance Committee will be giving the 
Commission $250,000. The Committee based that on the price of the land sold as 
agricultural lands. It was discussed that this money should be set aside so when 
the State has a grant available the Commission can use the money to match the 
grant.  
 

10. Discuss Potential Farmland Advisory Board Members 
Molinaro gave the Commission a list of potential members. He stated that the 
Commission will either send an e-mail or mail minutes and agendas to the 
Advisory Board, but they can not vote. They are more than welcome to come to 
meetings and participate in the Commissions discussions. Zentner stated it would 
beneficial to have a member from a local land trust because they have experience 
on this issue. Discussion on type of members that would be beneficial to the 
Commission. Commission discussed the rational for the people on the list. 
Zentner stated he was opposed to the list because there were no land trust 
members and no small scale farmers.   Grabow related the Economic 
Development stakeholders to the stakeholders that may also be interested in 
Farmland Preservation Commission Easement. Molinaro noted for the record that 
Zentner was opposed to the list.  
 

11. Discuss Possible Partners of the Farmland Conservation Easement 
Commission 
Holterman asked what is different between this group and the Advisory Board. 
Molinaro stated this would be more governmental entities such as the Town of 
Oakland that are trying to preserve farmland. For entities interested in farmland 
preservation the Commission is available to assist them. Holterman stated she had 
all township plan commission members on the list. The Commission discussed 
other partners such as land trust, nature conservancy, Gathering Waters, possible 
village and cities, stakeholders listed in the communication plan.  
 

12. Suggestions for the Next Agenda  
Review individual criteria for purchase of easements and discuss it. 
Review Holterman’s list of partners 
Possible land application for donation of Farmland Conservation Easements  
 

13. Future Meeting Dates   
Grabow mention that on August 18th at the UW-Extension building will be a ICC 
meeting at 10:00am. Professor Paulson will be present and will be presenting at 
the meeting. 



a. October 13, 2008 at Noon Room 202 
b. November 10, 2008 at Noon Room 202 

 
14. Adjourn 

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:43 p.m. was made by Zentner, seconded by 
Holterman.  Motion carried on a voice vote with no objection. 

 


